[image: image1.png]@@ Adenine
I3 Thymine
@@= Guanine
m Cytosine




Congratulations - you've done the DNA twist!

What did you learn??? Let’s discuss some topics:

1. What is DNA?

2. Discuss the reasons that DNA has to be so flexible.

3. Why is DNA a part of every cell?

4. What does anti-parallel mean?  (Look at the figure below!!)

5. Why is the DNA strand considered a double helix?

6. What are Adenine, Thymine Guanine and Cytosine?  Are they important?  Why? (Look at the figure below!!)
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There are many more experiments you can do now!  Here are some hints:

· Experiment by using different materials to see what works best, like Popsicle sticks or cotton swabs for the steps and pipe cleaners or flexible wire for the sides.

· What happens when you use Popsicle sticks?

· What happens when you use pipe cleaners?

· DNA is very, very long and curves in all directions. First, see how long you can make your DNA model. Then see if you can make your double helix turn and curve in different directions. 
· Then you can make a DNA mobile. Tie some string to the top step and hang it in your room.
· How long can you make the DNA strand?  
· Can you make it the length of your room? Why or why not?
